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correspondent under oath or affirma-
tion.

(d) If the correspondent is unable to
prepare a response within 30 days, an
extension for one additional 30-day pe-
riod will be granted upon receipt of the
correspondent’s written request for
such an extension.

(e) At the time of the filing of the
media correspondent’s or technician’s
written response to the notification of
the proposed denial, revocation or non-
renewal, the correspondent or techni-
cian may request, and will be granted,
the opportunity to make a personal ap-
pearance before the Director of the Of-
fice of Press Relations, Department of
State, for the purpose of personally
supporting his/her eligibility for a
press pass and to rebut or explain the
factual basis for the proposed denial.
The Director shall exercise, in con-
sultation with the Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security and the Office of the
Legal Adviser, final review authority
in the matter. The correspondent or
technician may be represented by
counsel during this appearance.

(f)(1) On the basis of the correspond-
ent’s or technician’s written and per-
sonal response and the factual basis for
the proposed denial, revocation or non-
renewal, the Director of the Office of
Press Relations, Department of State,
will consult with the Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security and the Office of the
Legal Adviser to determine whether or
not further inquiry or investigation
concerning the issues raised is nec-
essary.

(2) If a decision is made that no such
inquiry is necessary, a final decision
will be issued in conformity with para-
graph (g) of this section.

(3) If a decision is made that such
further inquiry is necessary, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Press Relations of
the Department of State, the Bureau of
Diplomatic Security and the Office of
the Legal Adviser will conduct such
further inquiry as is deemed appro-
priate. At the Director’s discretion the
inquiry may consist of:

(i) The securing of documentary evi-
dence:

(i) Personal interviews:

(iii) An informal hearing:
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(iv) Any combination of paragraphs
(MB)(i) through (f)(3)(iii) of this sec-
tion.

(g) On the basis of the correspond-
ent’s or technician’s written and per-
sonal response, the factual basis for the
proposed denial and the additional in-
quiry provided for if such inquiry is
conducted, the Director of the Office of
Press Relations of the Department of
State will consult with the Bureau of
Diplomatic Security and the Office of
the Legal Adviser and expeditiously
reach a final decision in accordance
with the standard set forth in §9b.6. If
a final adverse decision is reached, the
correspondent or technician will be no-
tified of this final decision in writing.
This notification will set forth as pre-
cisely as possible, and to the extent
that security considerations permit,
the factual basis for the denial in rela-
tion to the standard set forth in §9b.6.
This notification will be sent by reg-
istered mail and will be signed by the
Director of the Office of Press Rela-
tions of the Department of State.

[49 FR 4465, Feb. 7, 1984, as amended at 54 FR
1687, Jan. 17, 1989]

§9b.8 Term and renewal of Depart-
ment of State press building passes.

(a) Department of State press build-
ing passes for U.S. citizens are issued
with three years’ validity. Subject to
positive completion of an international
background check, passes for non-U.S.
citizens are issued with one year’s va-
lidity and may be renewed for three
years. Notwithstanding its initial va-
lidity, any press building pass that has
not been used for a twelve-month pe-
riod, as recorded by the Bureau of Dip-
lomatic Security’s turnstyle entry de-
vices, will become invalid at the end of
that twelve-month period.

(b) For any valid passes issued before
October 1, 1995, notification shall be
sent by the Department of State to the
holder of the pass that the pass has be-
come invalid by reason of lack of use
for 12-month period. However, failure
of the holder for any reason to receive
such a notification shall not affect the
invalidity of the pass. Anyone whose
pass has become invalid may apply for
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a new pass in accordance with 8§9b.2
through 9b.5.

[61 FR 3800, Feb. 2, 1996]
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